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To the moſt Ho NOURABLE 


Rober! Earl of Oxford,and 
Earl Mortimer, 


Baron Harley of W. IGMORE, 9 
ord High Treaſurer of | 
ow RITAIN, l 


(NIGHT of the moſt os 
ORDER of the GARTER, 


AND 


Jae of Her Majeſty s moſt Honour- 
able PrIvyY- COUNCIL 


My LORD, 


) UR W iſe and. Diſcerning 
Queen, having deſervedly ad. 
med. Jour Lordſhip to the highelt 


A 2 Station, 


” Ga 3 - — — — — 
. —ͤͤ̃ — . ⏑ ... IA CE ar 


The Dedication. 


Station, and under her Self, commit , 
| red 10 your Lordſhip's Care, hich, lf 
the Management of Public Affairt: 
| Your Lordſhip is juitly become the 0). 
| jets of the Reſpe® and Admiration 
All ſuch as truly Honour Her Majeſh 
and Pray for the Proſperity fo ber Per. 

ſon and Government. , 
„ | this Seorg, my 9 I 
1 ume, amidſt the Crowds of her Mt 4 
lech Loyal Subjefts, and your Lodge 
ſhip's devoted 8 ervants, io addreſs aui; 
Lordſhip, and to preſent to your Lord he 
ſhip 1s Sermon, Preach d in V indiceWd, 
ion of the Liturgy of our Church, a &b 
Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the M 
 flrates, and other Gentlemen of l 0 
C. 9 where I dwell, as the T ribute , di 


1 


The „ eee 


Hunble, but Sincere Gratitude. for 
E mighty Benefits your Lordſhip bath 
en, and is daily the happy Inſtrument 
to this Church and Nation; which 
Fe ſo Diffuſrue and General, that even 
e meaneſt Member of the ſame, ſuch 


x one as my ſelf, is not, cannot 14 in- 
pſile of them. 


My Lord, * Lordſhip's Con- 
ge and Conduct, in temming the Tide 
proſperous Autimonarchical Iniqui- 
in Reſcuing the Queen out of 
e Hands of Inſolence, and Ingrati- 
de; in Redeeming the Credit of an 
chanel Treaſury; in amply ſatisſy- 
p a prodigious Debt, too great for the 
lol Kingdom itſelf at that jundture 
ze; ; in puiting a Glorious End 


. 


| 
* 
N 
| 
| 


10 4 Bloody and Expenſroe War; . 


have heen us d to the contrary, to alm 


Surprizing, that your Lordſhip i k 


g you will be the Wonder of hs 


Great and Glorious Things for 1 
And it is a no lefs Marvellous Effed 1 


The Dedication 


in reftoring the Bleſſing of Peace. 
only to theſe, but, notwithilanding | 
the violent and artful E ndeavour ti 


all the diftreſs'd and harraſt d Nati 
of Europe, are ſo Tranſcendent 3 


come no leſs the Joy of the preſent, th 


A 1 


My Lord, It 3s to be eſteem d a. 
Marvellous Inflance of God's G0 
neſs to this Kingdom, that be hath, | 
our great Neceſſity, rats d up a Perſi 
of jour Lordſhip's Abilities, to do ſit 


/( 


hi 


Tue Dedication. 

is Providence, that be bath preſervd 
or Lordſhip's' Life from the wicked 
md daring ae that have been made 


= gainſt it. 


My Lord, the vain Aſſault of a 
eſperate Aſſaſſin, and Diſappointment ' 
f thoſe more Cloſe and Cunning Deſigns | 
ganft it, as well by ſecret Practiſes on 
Condemn d Malefactor, brought by 
wr Lordſhip to the ftroke of Fuſtice, 
r by other borrid Plots and Conſpira- 
es ſufficiently declare, how much your | 

Lordſhip's Life | bath been the Care of 


caven. 


And that God would continue to 
atch over your Lordſhip, and Guard 
ur Lerahip from the open Anempts, 
aud, if 


4-435 *07 


Age, for the Service of tbe Queen, 1h 


The Dedication. | 
and ſecret Contrivances of all your Fu We. 
mies; That be would bleſs your Lord. 
ſhip with a long Life, and vigor 


Church, andtbe whole Kingdom, al | 
at length Crown you with Perfection, ai 
Glory in the ws 807 to come, 7s 7s the Prop 


of, 
My LoRD, 


Your | Lordſhip's moſt Humble 


and mot Obedient Servant, 


Tobias Swinden. 
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d be ſaid unto them, when ye Pray, ſay, 
Our Father, ; ce. 
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HE Excellency of this National Church is 
in nothing more appareat, than in the Pu- 
rity, and Antiquity of her Devot ions: For, 
tho' her Doctrine, as the main Baſis on 
which ſhe ſtands, be, in every Point, Sound 
orthodox; yet, that which Crowns all is, that 
superſtructure is anſwerable to the Foundation; 
t her Worſhip is truly Pious and Devout, confor ma- 
as near as may be, to the Ancient Liturgies and 
ice. | 
Now, tho this hath been abundantly made out by 
Learned Sons, to the Silencing of each Perverſe and 
inſaying Oppoſer, as well on the one hand as on the 
der ; yet ſtill, ſuch is the Malice and Cunning of her 
mies, and particularly them tbat pretend to more 
ritual Ordinances, and to a more Spiritual Miniſtry 
In ſhe hath ; that they have iu ſecret done her that 
chief, which a more open Attempt could not have 
ed; by miſleading Ignorant and Unwary Men from 
Communion, under Pretence that her Forms of 
her are but a Dead Letter, and of a mere Carnal 
litution: Nay, ſome of them have arrived at that 
pree of Inyeteracy, that, becauſe ſhe frequently uſeth 
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it in her Devotions, they have wholly rejeqed u 
Lord's Prayer itſelf from theirs ; notwithſtanding oli 
Bleſſed Saviour expreſly faith in my Text, 


hen ye Pray, ſay, Our Father. 


From which Words, in Vindication of our Church 
ask leave to do theſe Things. | 


3 prove the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer Fl 
A ; . | 
II. To ſer down the Reaſonableneſs of that Repititim| 
it, which we find in our Liturgy. 
III. To ſhem the Uſeſulneſs of Set, and Compoſed Fi 
/ Prayer in the Public Worſhip of God. 

IV. To Anſwer the Great Objection which is, mate 
ainſt them, and, . 1 
Laſtly, To apply the whole in two or three neceſſary] 


ferences, 


I. Firſt then, I ſhall prove the Uſe of the Lil 
Prayer as a Form. And this appeareth 

1ſt. From our Saviour's Command in the Text : | 
ye Pray, ſay. Which is not to be underſtood only l 
5 Direction concerning the manner of Praying, # 
85 Matt. ſeemeth to be in another * Evangeliſt, but alſo 283) 
chap. 6. Frive Injunction of the Uſe of the Words as a Form:! 
may be fairly inferr'd from that Form of Bleſſing, à 
is directly call'd in the Contents of the Chapter, wil 
was preſcrib'd Aaron and his Sons, Numb. 6. 24, ! 
25. where Moſes ſaith unto them; Or this wiſe ju 
bleſs the Chiliren of Iſrael: The Lord bleſs thee, and 
thee, &c. 4. e. as appeareth by their Practice, in tk 
very Words ſhall ye bleſs them; for they never val) 
ſo much as one Title from them. And if the $00 
Aaron were ſcrupulous in the Uſe of thoſe very Wo 
which Moſes, the Man of God, preſcrib'd them; api 
Oy this wiſe ſhall ye bleſs the People, certainly we 09 
to obſerve this Command of rhe Son of God, and u 
we Pray, ſay, Our Father. 24ly. 
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(3) 


a %% The Uſe of the Words of the Lords Prayer, as 
> Em, may be prov'd from the Occaſion of the Text. 
Ir ia the firſt Verſe, the Diſciples ask d our Lord, to 
Wc) them to Pray, as John had taught his Diſciples. 
De Jewiſh Doctors had a Cuſtom very commendable, 
which, amongſt other Inſtructions, that they gave 
eir Diſciples, they taught them how to Pray: And 
Wis they did by delivering them a Set Form, of their 
Fn Compoſure, as a Badge or Token of their Relation 
ſuch a Maſter, and that which none but his Diſci- 
es did uſe ; ſo that by it, as by a Mark of Difference, 
ey were known from others: As at this Day there 
Fc Forms pcculiar to the Dominicans and Franciſcans, 
hich none but they, who profeſs thoſe Orders, can, 
will uſe. Hence the Baptiſt, gathering Diſciples 
ter him, as became the Hoice of one crying in the Mil- 
prueſs, prepare ye the way of the Lord, not only, as tis 


ch 


hich they were remarkable; but likewiſe deliver'd 3: 3: 
them a Form of Prayer, as a Badge of their Relation 
bim; that ſo they might Pray with their Maſter's 
pirit 3 and, as became Men of the ſame Houſe, Wor- 
ip God in the ſame Way and Manner. For it is not 
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yobable, gave them Rules for Auſterity of Life, for St. Matthſ 0 


naginable that St. J70hu's Diſciples did never Pray to 
ad till he taught them; ſince being Jews, they had 
heir Third, their Sixth, and their Ninth Hours of Prayer; 
ut this he did in Conformity to the fore nam'd Cuſtom ; 


oy he Diſciples therefore of f Lord asking him to do 
, them, as John had done by his, He ſaid unto them, 
al hen ye Pray, ſay, Our Father. This is no plauſible 
| ({Wagination of my own, but a Grave and Ancient Truth 
ich Tertullian delivers. Ladv. Marcion. I. 4.] 

(al) — | — — —— CCC 


%% illum. in Creatorem Formam Or gtionis paſtulaſſe, in quem etiam 
Vo Viſcipult Foannis orabant. Sed quia Joannes novum aliquem Or di- 
Men 0rationis induxerat; ideo boc & a Chriſto Dijcipulus ejus expoſtulin- 
ou" nov immerito proſumpſerar, us et ili de proprio Magigri Jui Ixſti 


% non altum, ſed aliter Deum or arent. 


„ 34 ly. The 


Matt. 6. 
9. 


ſeyeral times preſcribed by Chriſt, tho' it be queſtion 
by ſome, yet it is expreſly affirm'd by others, and tho 


peruſeth both the Goſpels, that St. Matthew relate 


* St. Mare. For St. Matthew placeth it before the“ Miſſion of th 


| 10. 
ö + Cap. 14. 


St. {ute Matthew placeth it in our Lord's Sermon on the Mount 


9. 10. 
| *+ C. 9. 10. 


and taking that only for a Direction concerning th 


And then our Lord ſatisfied them, that he gave the 


| ſhould conſtantly ſay, Our Father. And that it is 


the Church of Chriſt, which, as ſuch hath always ty 


x hs 2 TTY 


. 3dly. The Uſe of this Prayer as a Form may he ti 
ther inferr'd from its being twice Commandel ; ti 
iirſt time Our Saviour ſaying, After this manner Pray 1: 
The ſecond, When ye Pray, ſay. That it was at tw 


very Learned and judicious (4) Commeatators. Ant 
ſo, *twill plainly appear to any one, that heedfalh 


the firſt, and St. Luke the other Preſcription of it 


Apoſtles, and the Þ Miracle of feeding the Five Tha 
ſand in the Deſert ; but St. Luke after both theſe. 5 


and St. Luke giveth us an Abſtract of that in the lit 
Chapter of his Goſpel; where he ſeems therefore n 
have left out the Lord's Prayer, with Deſign to infer 
it at the other time of its being commanded, as he doth 
in the Text. Now there can be no better, or mon 
probable Reaſon given, for its being twice enjoynl 
than this; that the Diſciples miſunderſtood the fir 


Manner of Praying, they afterwards deſir'd a Fon 


thoſe Words, not only as a Direction how to Pray, bit 
likewiſe, as a Form to uſe, that when they Prayed th 


be ns'd as a Form will be further manifeſt, if we coll 
der in the 


4th and laſt place, the conſtant Senſe and Pravtiſe 0 


ceiv'd it. For tho' it is not expreſly affirm'd in th 
Scriptures, yet there are fair Hints there, that it Wi 


nn 


(4) Dr. Hum ond. in Locum. Matthias Flaccius Ilyricus, in Locu 
Apparet hinc et ex Marth, 6, Dominum bis hanc Formulam 2% 


candi propoſuiſſe. LEN 
SAT v7 * ; | 


us( 


. Paul, We give Thanks to God always for you all, 1 Theſſ. 1. 
g mention of you in our Prayers, remembring, with. 2. 3. 
ing, your Work of Faith, &c. in the ſight of God, 


en ye ſtand pr 
ch is in Heaven may forgive you your Treſpaſſes : 
here there is not only mention made of the Compella- 


it: of Father which is in Heaven, who was never call'd 
thn by that Name among the Jews, that being pecu- 
hn to the Chriſtians, but there is likewiſe one of the 

itions of the Lord's Prayer inſerted, together with 


Condition requir'd by God, that we may ask that 
r 

ut if ebe Scriptures are not expreſly for us in this 
nt, yet, at leaſt, are they ſilent; If they do not po- 
ely affirm, that the Apoſtles us'd this very Prayer, 
ſure they do not any where deny it; much leſs do 
y Condemn the Uſe of it. And then we have the 
certain and aſſur'd Tradition, from the Writings 
the. Ancient Fathers, and the conſtant Practice of 


pr that Blaſphemons Poſition of the Papits, of pre- 
Ing unwritten Traditions before the written Word 
od, yet when the univerſal Tradition, and Practice 
he whole Church may be produced in any Caſe, it 
pit to be of great Authority with us; and where 
Scriptures are ſilent, we may with great ſafety fol- 


ays ui that Precedent. Now, ſince we can produce the 
"ol ords of a Thouſand Five Hundred Years, that the 
1t Wa 


polick Church hath religiouſly obſerv'd this Precept of 


t this, together with the Arguments before us'd, 


in Laut to have greater Weight with us, than the pri- 
ulan e Interpretations of ſome few vain Enthuſiaſts, that 


6 in theſe later Days, ſprung up to lateſt and, di- 


ui b the Church, 


— 


Our Father: But eſpecially that of our Saviour, 3 Mark. 
ying forgive; that your Father alſo 11. 25. 


Church, ever ſince, that jt was given as a Form, and 
t it ought, as ſuch, to be receiv d. And tho' we 


Lord, in uſing this Divine Prayer as a Form; I think 


Wh by the Apoſtles, and Chriſtians in their Time. 1 Pet. . 
that of St. Peter, If you call on the Father; and that 17. 
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Fathers for this, and particularly Tertullian ang 


the great Reaſon of our Churches frequent uſe of f 


.eſpecially that which intituleth us to the Honour off 
ing, Our Father, | 3 es 


of Men might be defective; and therefore they u 
great Care to have in every Office of Devotion 


theirs, yet we might be ſure to preſent God with 


Sins, as it is moſt fitting that they who have rect 
fo great a Mercy, ſhould immediately addreſs Ul 
ſelves to the Donor of it; ſo, certainly, there can 
Prayer more agreeably follow the Abſolution, thab! 


are then eſpectally empower'd to ſay Our Father. 1 


fe is by no means unneceſſary, the Emptine(s af 
Thur ches, many times, at the beginning of the Goff 


' \ 
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1 might here ſet down the Authorities of the 4 


Cyprian, who both liv'd in the Third Century; x 
not only writ Tracts concerning the Lord's Pg 
wherein they expreſly call it an Order and Form 
with Solid and Cogent Reaſons preſs'd the Uſe of j 
But I hope I may ſpare my ſelf this Trouble, the ff 
thing Thing, that I undertook, being already ſyfi 
ently clear'd. I proceed therefore, „„ 

II. To ſet down the Reaſonableneſs of that Rey 
tion of it, which we find in our Liturgy. And indy 


Frayer is, that which hath- been already inliſtcd q 
viz, the Injunftion of the Text, that ſhe may, a1 
as in her lies, comply with every Precept of Cbrif, þ 


Beſides, the Wiſe Compilers of the Liturgy conſe 
that even the molt adviſed, and beſt compos'd Pr 


Lord's Prayer; that tho' there might be ſome Def 


in which there is no Defet at all. | 

*Tis true, we have it in ſome Offices twice, w 
the Daily Office, and Communion Service: But wh! 
duly conſidereth, will find ſufficient Reaſon for it. 
in the Daily Office, towards the beginning, alt! 
Prieſt hath pronounc'd the Abſolution or Remilli 


of him by whom we receive it, and throngh When 


that the Repetition of it in the Cloſe of the Pail 


} | [ 


ky 


C9) Ce 
plainly demonſtrates: For fince Men's Devotion in 
e later, frozen Ages of the World is not ſo fervent 
heretofore it hath been obſery'd to be, ſo that now 
Fare generally flow, and backward to appear be- 


dently provided, that they who either through Bu- 
, Miſhap, or Negle&, are not preſent at the be- 
ning of Prayers, ſhould yet nevertheleſs fulfill this 
Portant Command of the Text, and when they Pray, 
Our Father. ia 5 55 
FT hen for the Communion Service, as faith a Learned 
riter of our own. © There can be no fitter begin- 
ing for that Sacred Ordinance, which ſo peculiarly 
Challengeth Chriſt for its Author, than the Divin 


God in the Great Congregation ;, the Church hath. 


Dy. Com- 
ber in bis 
© comp i ion 
to the Al. 


a0 Prayer which oweth its Original to the ſame Perſon 
The Lord's Prayer muſt be the moſt proper Introdu- tar. 
1 jon to the Lord's Supper. And for the Repetition 


it after the AFniniſtration, © *tis, ſaith the ſame 
xcellent Author, both in Imitation of Antiquity, 


ae for which he bringeth ſundry Proofs ; and becauſe 
cannot any where be more properly uſed : For ha- 
ig then been made partakers of Je/#s, and his Spi- 
1 rit, it is fit the firſt Words we ſpeak ſhould be his, 


as if, not we, but he liv'd and ſpake in us. And 
we have in the Sacrament received him; and we 
know, that to as many as receive him, to them he giveth 


fully, Our Father. 


Theſe are the only Offices wherein the Lord's Prayer 
epeated; and in theſe the Repetition is ſo far from 


| A > . 8 

* ag Super fluous, Thar it is highly Rational ; the Pray- 
i " are ſo far from being p:cjudiced by it, that they 
7 ſuld be greatly defective without it. *Tis urged, I 


pw, that when theſe Offices are Succeſſively uſed the 


HOW * » 8 ; G 
1 Wpetition is more frequent. But to this L anſwer, 
* it the Offices themſelves are diſtinct, and appropri- 


to pecultar Occaſions; and without the Lord's Praye 
in them, they would be imperfek; and it is, and 
1 | hath 


Power to become the Sons of God, ſo that we may all, 1. 12. 
ith one Heart, and one Voice, now fay moſt cheer- 


St, John 


— 


er, would be ſuch a Diſreſpe&t to the Divine Auth 
| reſt. Nor is the Repetition itſelf uſeleſs, excepting 


their's muſt be, when this Prayer ſhall ſtop, wid 
were there any thing but Mire, and Mud in them, 


tion —. Thus having briefly vindicated the Uſe of i 


prove the uſefulneſs of ſer, and compoſed Form 


own making. 

the Publick Devotions will appear, 
* man, and let not thine Heart be hasty to utter an ti 
The Tremendous, and Glorious Majeſty of Goa, c 


ſider'd with the Vileneſs, and Sinfulneſs of Man, cid 


and moſt ſignificant Words they can; as being but? 
Endeavour, and all too little, to ſet forth that wie 


(8) 


hath been uſual; in all Liturgies, according to theo 
lemnity of Times, to add to the Daily Offices ſuch wil 
vices as are ſuitable to them: And when ſuch are of 
pointed, for us to pick out, and reject the Lord n 


of it, as would greatly hazard God's rejecting alt 


them the Tide of whoſe Affections is very low; 


enough, of itſelf, to raiſe the Current of their Dey 
Lord's Prayer, as we find it in our Liturgy, I proceed, 
III. from our Saviour's preſcribing it as a Form, t 


Prayer in the Publick Worſhip of God. And thi 
ſhall do in Oppoſition _ 


1ſt. To Extempore Enthuſiaſm, and 
2dly. To each private MiniSter's uſing a Form if i 


1K. In Oppoſition to Extempore Prayer. And t 
Uſefulneſs of a Form rather than Extempore Prayerl 


1F. From that infinite Diſtance there is betute 
Cod our Maker, and us, who are but of the Dulte 
the Earth. Be not raſh with thy Mouth, ſaith the Wit 


before God; for he is in Heaven and thou upon Eat 


to engage Men to frame their Prayers, tho? not in 08 
oſity of Eloquence, yet, certainly, in the beſt, apt 


belongeth to the Divine Majeſty, and to expreß 


awful Revercace of it. He that is to ſpeak Public. 


ice of it 5 Ski 
an Earthly King will uſe the utmoſt of wa 


l as tl 


, / 
(9) p 
ming, and placing of his Words; And if fo, then © 
ely it cannot be thought fuperfluous in him that is 
peak to the King of Heaven, before whom al) the 
jos of the Earth are but as Graſ-hoppers. Now 
this can by no means be done ſo well on ſudden, 
| Extempore Speaking, as by a premeditated Com- 
ure is Evident: and for the Truth of this, I might 
teal to the Extempore Prayers, in which, as, for the 
ſt part, there is little of Method, but a great deal 
Konfuſed Speech, and much Nonſenſe diforderly put 
ether; ſo uſually are they full of vain Tautologies, 
| idle Repetitions, and abound, many of them, with 
e, and irreverent Terms, unbefitting the dread- 
Majeſtxof God, yea ſometimes with plain Blaſphe- 
under a Pretence of Zeal, the Speaker not fear- 
boldly to blurt out, in the Name of the whole Peo- 
even to God himſelf, quicquid in Buccam venerit, 
atſoever comes on his Tongue's End. So that it 
y be rightly feared, God may fay of ſuch indigeſted 
f ſuch untemper'd Mortar, as he ſaid of the blind, 


* 


our; will he be content with thee ? 2 ; 
day. The Uſefulneſs of a Form rather than Extem- 
Prayer, in the Publick . Devotions, will appear 
m theſe two requilite Qualifications of an accepta- 
neee Prayer, viz. Underſtanding and Affection. For 1. 
ce the People are not only to hear, but likewiſe to 
lerſtand the Publick Prayers, That muſt be more 
tying to them which is beſt for their Underſtanding : 
t a Form of Prayer, which by often Hearing, and 
ading they know, and are acquainted with every 
rt of it, muſt be more for their Underſtanding, than 
ry Day a ſtrange, and different Prayer; becauſe a 
in may Read a Thing over once, and yet not Under- 
ad the true Senſe of it; yea may paſs by Abſurdi- 
b therein, which afterwards, on better Conſidera- 
eb Ma, he may find out. Much more then may Things 
s at once, or, perhaps twice Hearing, and not be 
up Underſtood ; and even abſurd, and indecent 
rings may go unperceived by the People. * 


lame Sacrifice, Offer it now to thy Prince, or Go- Mal. 1. 8. 
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. Fwy 
Cor. 14. Paul ſaith; I will pray with the Spirit, and I mill pr, 
„ Undertanding «iſo. This he ſpake, tis true, wii 
rence to Prayer in an unknown Tongue; But, IA 


a ed 


Oblation of it. And they who plead for the contrar 
would rob the Publick Devotions, of that Force, ail 
Efficacy which the united Deſires of the whole 00 
gregation muſt adminiſter to them. 
1 might here in the Behalf of Forms of Prayer, uig 
their Conformity to the Scriptures, in as much as q 
Ci a | wad 


k >. * - — — — - o — — 
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le Book of Pſalms, and the greateſt part of the 

ayers in Holy Writ plainly declare a Premeditation 

the Compoſure of them. I might likewife iafiſt on 

þ little, or no Reaſon that there is for the contrary; 

ee, when a Prayer is rightly compoſed, there can be 
ehh geaſoa why the Words, or Phraſes ſhould be alter- 

OS the Matter, and Occaſion remaining the ſame : For 

cannot be ſhewed that God either requireth, or is 
"Wiohted with Variety of Words, or Change of Phra- 

; nay, it may be fairly ſuppoſed to the contrary ; 1 
orwiſe our Bleſſed Saviour would not have uſed tde 
ne Words two ſeveral times; nor would he have left W 
ia Form of Prayer to be conſtantly uſed, as hath been Matt. 26. 
 cady ſhewn. But ſince Time paſſeth away, I ſhall #* lf 
ſmiſs this Head of Diſcourſe with this Remark. That, 1 
it cannot be proved, that the varying of Words, or 
raſes in a Prayer, the Matter and Occaſion remain- 
p the ſame, maketh the Prayer either more Profita- 
e, or Effectual; but rather, as was before proved, 
3 underſtood of the People, and leſs agrecable to the 
ecept, and Example of Chriſt ; ſo neither hath God 
Wren ſuch Ability to any Man, much leſs to a whole 
der of Men, as that he can continually alter, with 
wand different Expreſſions, the Prayer that is made 
WP the ſame purpoſe; nor is it indeed a Thing poſſible 
n be done. And tho' ſome have a Boldneſs (that 1 
ay ſpeak gently) ro utter, at an Iaſtant their Minds; 
d to dilate the ſame in Words not unfit, or impeèrti- 
nt; yet even they cannot continually alter their 
deech into different Terms; and others no way in- 
riour to, nay beyond them, in Learning and Abili- 
es, have neither the like Boldneſs, nor Talent. | 
roceed now 5 Rue 1 | 
2aly, To prove the Uſefulneſs of a Publick ſtanding 
vturgy, in Oppoſition to each private Miniſter's uſing 
Form of his own making. And this will appear from 
heſe three convincing Reaſons. | 
1. Becauſe, if eyery private Miniſter he allowed to 
dmpoſe a Form of Liturgical Prayers for himſelf to uſe 

| Publick ; and to obſerve ſuch a Method, and Order, 

| G-2 — 
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(12) 
in adminiſtring the Sacraments, às beſt pleaſcth hu 
then this Abſurdity will follow, viz. That the prizg 
Apprehenſions of every particular Miniſter, how youy 
or meanly qualified ſoever, is to be preferr'd befcrey 
Judgment of the whole Church, or the whole Conygy 
tion of the Ableſt, and moſt Learned Divines pon 
together. Elſe, why ſhould it be thought more {| 
ting for him, than for them, to compoſe this Fn, 

Prayer? SR 5 . 

 2dly. This will be ſo far from preſerying in t 
Eph. 4. 3. Church the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Pu 
that it muſt needs be the very Root, of Diviſion, an 
Schiſm. For if there was ſo ſharp a Contention, 1 
long after the Apoſtles Days, about the time of t 
Celebration of Eaſter, becauſe the Churches, althoup 
in remote Parts, and diſtant Countries, diſagreed then 
iin; what Strife and Diviſion then would there h 
when one Kingdom ſhall nouriſh within its own Boy 
els, ſo many different and diſagreeing Liturgie; whe 
every ſeveral Miniſter ſhall obſerve a different Mann 
of Praying, of reading the Scriptures, and of A 
miniſt'ring the Sacraments; when no two Churches 
a Kingdom ſhall have the ſame Order in G04” Publi 
Worſhip, when every one, as the Apoſtle faith, bs 
a Pſalm, hath a Doctrine, hath a Revelation, hath an 
terpretation ? Would this be to Edifying ? Nay, woll 
not this bring in a Chaos of Monſtrous Confuſion al 
Diſorder ? And if we find, according to the Apolli 
Prophecy, that the People will, already, hd a 
dure ſound Doctrine, but, after their own Lufts, be 
to themſelves up Teachers, having itching Ears; d 
therefore do run after Sermons whither they liſt, al 
after ſuch Preachers as bel? pleaſe, and humour thel 
much more would this their Ziddineſs be increaſed, | 
every Miniſter ſhould frame the Litargy in his Chad 


| 


but after Liturgiet Such an one, would ſome 1a 


( 


and do all Things therein after his own Will and Pla 
ſure. They would then run not only after Ser" 


hath a good Order; others would ſay, we like lus 
an one; we like his Pray ing, his manner of 1e 


C3) 


refore we will go to him. Whereas, on the con- 
ry, a Publick Standing Liturgy for the whole Church 
he beſt way to beget, and preſerve Unity that may 
+ becauſe it not only takes the People off from ha- 
ig in Admiration the Perſons of Men, but alſo Unites 
m, by making them regularand uniform, in one com- 
n Centre. We ſee what Influence the ſame Religion 
th to compoſe different Tempers, and Conſtitutions; 
dto cement them altogether in the Proſecution of one 
mmon Good: And therefore the ſame Liturgy, which 
the Quiateſſence of Religion, muſt be prevalent that 
urs 


t zdly. If every Miniſter were left looſe to compoſe a 
0 m of Prayer for himſelf to uſe in his Church, he 
ele 


ald in that reſpect, be raiſed to a greater Height 
Arbitrary Power, than any B:ſhop, hath had, yea 
in the Pope hath practiſed: For it hath not been 
own that the Pope, of himſelf, without the Advice 
the Conclave, or other Learned Men, hath at any 
te compoſed or framed a Liturgy for any Church. If 
refore this were granted, each particular Miniſter, 
weak ſoever, in this reſpect, would be'greater than 


ſome Senſe, one greater than the Pope in every Pa- 


1 al d. And ſince Arbitrary Power is ſv much cry'd out 
iat, and fo deſeryedly condemn'd, as Deſtructive 
Y the State; what ſafty then would there be in the 


ry Miniſter, to Do, Speak, Read, Pray, - Preach, 
miniſter the Sacraments, and perform all the Parts 
his Miniſterial Function at his own Pleaſure ? Nor 


it is undeniably true, that the Holy Scriptures do 


cid monies, or Prayers; but leave it to the Power and 
, 0 ointment of every Church, as a Thing indifferent; 
ps 7 with this Limitation that ail Things be done decent- 


ly 


e Scriptures, and adminiſt ring the Sacraments, and 


Pope: And then inſtead of one Biſhop in a Dioceſe, 
zinſt which ſome ſo much clamour, there would be, 


r<, if ſuch an unlimitted Authority were given to 


it be ſaid that he is hounded by the Scriptures ; 


ſet down, or tie us to any exact Form of Diſcipline, 
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| (14) 
ty: aud in Order, aud for Edifcation, which. & « 
have heard, ſpeaketh expreſly for 2 Eiturgyyr. 
Thus have I, as briefly as the Weight of the g 
je would permit, proved the Uſefulneſa of ſet ard 
5 of Prayer" in the Publick Worſvip of Gul 
 4#bly. Juſt anſwer an Objection that is made agzj 
them, and as I propoſed, conclude. Now the gy 
Objection that is made againſt Forms of Prayer is, hi 
| Ty, this. Phat Men ſhould pray with the Spirit; 3 
that a Form of Words, is 4 ftinting of the Spirit. 
this will ſoon vaniſh, if we conſider, that to pray y 
the Spirit, and to pray Extempore, are two very dil 
rent Things; and that a. Man may ſooner pray ni 
the Spirit by a Form than Extempore. St. Paul ind 
1 x Cor, 14. ſpeaketh of Praying by rhe Spirit; but 'tis plain WR 
* means thereby Praying in an unknown Tongue; wid 
| the Perſon inſpired did not himſelf know what het 
-preſs'd. But this Praying with or by rhe Spirit, ig 
ther with thoſe other extraordinary Gifts neceſſary 
the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel, which were belt 
ed on the Apoſtles, at the Miraculous Effuſion of 
Holy Ghoſh, is confeſſedly ceas'd in the Church; andth 
bare vilely to be ſuſpected for Cheats that pretend 
them. But if there be any ſuch thing now as pra 
with the Spirit, it muſt be not with Fluency of Tong 
for that many Vile and Wicked Men have dons, 
propogate Errors, and juſtify bad Actions; but 
the Graces of the Spirit; with Humility, with fa 
with Charity, with Holineſs, which are both Fruit 
the Spirit, and eſſential Qualifications of Prayer. | 
exemplify theſe ; with Humility, that we have nd 
high Conceit of ourſelves, and of our own Parts 
if we were worthy to ruſh into God's Preſence, i 
ſufficient of ourſelves, without ſo much as Thought, 
Premeditation, to utter 4 Thing before him. With Fi 
that we beſure to ask nothing but what we have ge 
Grounds to believe that God will grant unto us. . 
Charity, that we diſtinguiſn not onrſelves from oll 
by the Names of Saints or Brethren, and by that i 


* 


fl 
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| ( 1 Py). 5 
out. all the World beſides from the Covenant of 
ce. And La#ly, with true and real Holineſs, not 
an affected ſuperficial Sanctity, like thoſe, who 
7 pretence made long Prayers, th 
er devour Widows Houſes, Butt 
bly, and Laſtiy, I ſhall conclude, and apply the 
Me in two or three ſhort Inferences. And. 
We heard that our Bleſſed Saviour gave us the 
{s Prayer as a Form. What remains therefore but 
we all conſtantly uſe it as ſuch ! And tho' in ſhort; 
mental Ejaculations, which are ſuddain, and occa- 
al, the Repetition of this Prayer be not required z 
ought it always to be a part of our ſet, and ſolemn 
vices; Otherwiſe 1 do not ſee how we can perform 
Command of the Text, which expreſsly enjoins us 
x we pray, to ſay, Our Father. 
dly. Since our Church bath inſerted this Prayer in 
7 . Office of her Devotions, this ſhould be ſo far 
giving us Offence, that we ought to eſteem the 
the more for it: Becauſe, as you have heard, 
was done, not only in Obedience to Chriſt, but 
re-ever we find it repeated tis with the greateſt 
thority and Reaſon. And ſince our Church hath de- 
edly. expreſs d the higheſt Veneration for this Di- 
Prayer; it will ſurely become her genuine Sons, 
true Friends upon all Occaſions to do the ſame. 
4h and Laſtly. Since Set Forms of Prayer are moſt 
ful in the public Worſhip of God, before either Extem- 
Effuſions, or Forms of each private Miniſter's com- 
ng; let us beware how any of us are led away from 
Duty, by the cunning Wiles of Crafty and Deceit- 
Men: Let not the hot and fiery Zeal of ſome, or the 
| and ſhameleſs. Pretences to the Spirit of others, 
us into a Snare, and make us out of Love with 
dervice of our Church; which is not only Pious and 
dient, but, as far as the Frailty of an Humane Com- 
ure will permit, in all its Offices Exact and Perfect. 
d that this is not a mere Aſſertion of my own, but 
cal Truth, will be acknowledged by any that will 
atenuyely, and impartially peruſe thoſe nt” 
| and 
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Piſtout ſes of the late Dr. Comber : ; ter 
5 a to the" Temple and Altar; wherein he1y 
1 „ 2 Aet ſorth the Analogy of the Liturgy tot 
1 * e and to Antiquiry z but hath like wiſe cving 
* i: BE WK to be written with ſuch a Spirit ald Life of Devoti 
* that they muſt have a ſtrange Conceit of themſtln 
4 FP bo, after they have read what he ich Writ, th 
2 2 they can mend it. 

I mal ene lade all re with- my humble, 
yet moſt kat neſt Advice to you, to adhere cloſe 
to the Prayers of the Chuuch; and next to the holy Bi 
to emprace, hold faſt, and ſtudy the Book of the Conn 

- Prayers z Which, as the ſecret, but ende 
thor of the whele Duty of Man teſtifies, for all pull 
udyeſſes to God, is ſo Excellent Md Uſeful ; tha 
may ſay of it, as David did of Golial's Sword, Non ef 
> buitfemilis, There is none like it. 

. oh Þ that L cbuld pet ſuade Men not only to b 

Book, but to frequent the Service; and that th 
a come likewiſe betimes, not dropping in wh 
all is juſt done, like thoſe fooliſh Virgins that ſtay'dt 

the Door mar flinr; for that is dangerous. The C 
is an Emblem of Heaven, and her Prayers are a Type 
' thoſe: Doxologies,-  Hoſajniabe, and Hallelnj ahs that! 
— by: the Saints ang *Angels ; They that ware! 
Type in«this Life, will Hnd it 2 Uifficult Matter togl 
The Subſtance in the Hife to com. 

But that we all may fo duly nd on the Chun 
DyuacionSihilit ſne is Mibitant here, that we may v 
with her riumphant in the bigheſt Heavens hereaſte 
Soc of his Infinite Mercy grant, for the alone falt 
is Soßz and her Spouſe, Feſns Chriſt our Lord; 
| hom with the Fathen, and Holy: Ghoſt, Three Perl 
| ey One, Eternal God, be aſcrib'd of us, and al 

World; ah Honour, Glory, Prayer; Praiſe, Adorati 
eee ing, both Lg, and Ne evermore. 4 
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